The reconciliation was brief. The " Protestant Duke M
was far too easily influenced by whoever spoke to him
last* Before his pardon was made out, some of his friends
persuaded him that to confess all to his father was to betray
his old comrades who had risked their lives for him. So he
returned again to Whitehall and demanded his confession
back. The disappointment drove Charles to a short burst
of fury. He declared hotly that now he was through with
this young fool forever. He told Halifax to give Mon-
mouth the paper.

*" And bid him go to hell," his Majesty added bitterly.

With his father in this frame of mind, with his com-
panions in conspiracy on their way to the scaffold, with the
mob howling for more blood, Monmouth decided that
England was not the place for him. No one attempted to
hinder his escape as he took ship for that refuge of all the
politically eclipsed, Holland.
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